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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Dr. Frank Kadel performs laparoscopic peritoneal dialysis catheter insertion

 at Greenbrier Valley Medical Center
Ronceverte, WV ​– March 8, 2011 marks the first laparoscopic peritoneal dialysis catheter insertion ever performed at Greenbrier Valley Medical Center.  The procedure was performed on a patient experiencing rejection of a kidney which had been transplanted more than a decade before.  Dr. Heather Ratliff says, “With the catheter a patient can have peritoneal dialysis which has many advantages over traditional hemodialysis such as; flexible treatment time, fewer diet and fluid restrictions, portability for ease of travel, needle-free treatments, patients can dialyze while they sleep, and doctor and lab visits performed once a month.”  

The procedure was preformed on an outpatient basis which allowed for the patient to go home within a few hours of surgery.  
Dr. Frank Kadel said after the procedure, “The laparoscopic approach performed with Greenbrier Valley Medical Center’s high-definition digital Operating Room equipment ensures accurate placement of the catheter to maximize effectiveness and to allow for the correction of any previously undetected problems in the abdomen which might interfere with the dialysis process.”
The patient was able to initiate use of the catheter for home dialysis within weeks of it’s insertion.

